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Cleaning of Alvor Estuary (Portugal)

Every year, the “A Rocha” Association sets up a cleaning action in the Alvor Estuary,
which is integrated in the Natura 2000 Network. This activity is done once a year in areas
of wetland marsh, estuary and dunes.

The cleaning is performed by volunteers, usually local or foreign students. It has the
collaboration of the company EMARP which provides cleaning supplies such as gloves,
tongs and trash bags and also performs the garbage collection.

The association initiated this action because there are no rubbish bins or regular garbage

collections at this site. The Alvor Estuary is a much visited place, especially by local
shellfish gatherers who leave old clothes, bags and other used items on the beach.

Facts

Place / Location
Portugal

Alvor Estuary (Natura 2000 Network)

Commencement Date 2001

Duration Ongoing (Once a year)

Theme Mitigation, Awareness (Cross-cutting)
Type of Initiative Practice/ Activity/ Action

Initiated by “A Rocha” Association

Involved Stakeholders

- Company EMARP
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- Students

- General Public
Funding/Financial Support No
Success Rate

Somewhat successful. If we consider only
the isolated activity we may say it is
successful however, the site as a whole
needs more cleaning up.

Case Study prepared by

Isabel Palma
Fundacao da Faculdade de Ciéncias e
Tecnologia da Universidade Nova de Lisboa

[Partner 15]

i.palma@campus.fct.unl.pt

Submitted by
Isabel Palma

Fundacao da Faculdade de Ciéncias e
Tecnologia da Universidade Nova de Lisboa

MARLISCO Partner 15
Available documentation and further information

http://www.arocha.org/pt-pt/somos/que/amb/escol/esc2011.html
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